


30 November 2020

150th 
Anniversary 

of St Fin 
Barre’s 

Cathedral



Greeting

The Lord be 
with you

And also with 
you.

This is the day 
that the Lord 
has made.

We will rejoice 
and be glad in 
it.



Our assembly today

• Today each classroom in each school in the diocese  has 
been asked to take part in this class assembly.

• In assembly we join in worship, just like what happens 
in our parish church and in our cathedrals. 

• At the moment, everything is different so we are having  
our school assemblies in a different way – just as the 
worship in St Fin Barre’s cathedral is taking place in a 
different way at the moment (on line). 



150 years ago

No one had heard of:

Or the motor car

Texts

The telephone hadn’t even 
been invented yet

Face Time

television

You TubeZoom

Covid-19



But….

There were schools

There were churches 

And Saint Fin Barre’s Cathedral, a new cathedral built to  
replace a much older cathedral, opened its doors to the 
people of Cork.

On 30 November 1870 a service was held. And that 
service was like the church services and school 
assemblies we have today, with Bible readings, hymns 
and prayers.



Our assembly today

Today we thank God for Saint Fin Barre’s Cathedral 
and in our assembly we join with all the other classes 
and schools in the diocese to celebrate together.

Please choose your favourite joyful and happy 
assembly hymn to sing or listen to.



The Bible Reading Psalm 24  was read at the 
special consecration 

service in St Fin Barre’s 
Cathedral in  1870

The pulpit in 
St Fin Barre’s 

Cathedral



Psalm 24: A Welcome for God into the Temple

The earth and everything in it belong to the 
Lord.
The world and all its people belong to him.
He built it on the waters.
He set it on the rivers.
Open wide, you aged doors.
Then the glorious king will come in.
Who is this glorious king?
The Lord, strong and mighty.
The Lord, the powerful warrior.
Open up, you gates.
Open wide, you aged doors.
Then the glorious king will come in.
Who is this glorious king?
The Lord of heaven’s armies—
He is the glorious king.

This is the word of 
the Lord

Thanks be to God



Prayers: Let us pray

We thank you God for St Fin Barre’s Cathedral

We think of all the generations of people who have 
worshipped there, especially over the past 150 years.

We pray today for our bishop, Bishop Colton, for the Dean 
of St Fin Barre’s  Cathedral, Dean Dunne, and for all the 
people who are involved in the life and work of the 
Cathedral. Guide them in the many tasks they have to do. 

May the links between our cathedrals, our churches and 
our schools be strong. 

Amen.



The prayer for St Fin Barre’s day
Almighty God, you guided Saint Fin Barre to this 

hallowed place to teach the faith and the way of your 

Church; grant that as he journeyed in faith and 

discerned your guiding hand, we may be so guarded 

and guided in our earthly pilgrimage, and that we may 

be found worthy of sharing in his inheritance and of all 

your saints in glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.



A prayer for our school
Father, at this special assembly we thank you for our 
school.
We ask that you bless the children and the teachers,
and everyone who helps our school to be the best that it 
can be.
Be with us, we pray, in the weeks ahead.
Guide us and watch over us
so that in everything that we do
we will show your love to one another,
bring your light to the world
and grow, day by day, into the knowledge that you give to 
us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(adapted from the prayer said at the diocesan school service)



Jesus taught us to call God our Father, so in 
faith and trust we pray

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory
For ever and ever,
Amen.



Ár nAthair

Ár nAthair, atá ar neamh, 
go naofar d’ainm, 
go dtaga do ríocht, 
go ndéantar do thoil ar talamh
mar a dhéantar ar neamh. 

Ár n-arán laethúil tabhair dúinn inniu. 
Agus maith dúinn ár bhfiacha, 
mar a mhaithimidne dár bhféichiúna féin. 
Agus ná lig sinn i gcathú, 
ach saor sinn ón olc. 
Óir is leatsa an ríocht, agus an chumhacht

agus an ghlóir, trí shaol na saol. Áiméan



We can’t all go and visit
St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral at the 

moment
But we can say Happy Anniversary and 
Congratulations as they celebrate 150 years …….

And when we are next in Cork city, we can go and 
visit the 150 year old cathedral. 



Let us pray

The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,

And the love of God,

And the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit,

Be with us all evermore.

Amen




