


30 November 2020

150th 
Anniversary 

of St Fin 
Barre’s 

Cathedral



What is a 
cathedral?
A cathedral is the 
principal church in 
an area called a 
diocese.

You can find the 
bishop’s seat in the 
cathedral.



What is a seal?

It is a piece of wax or lead 

with an individual design 

stamped on it, attached to a 

document as a guarantee of 

authenticity

This is a very old 

seal. Look at the 

bishop on his 

cathedra (chair), 

wearing his mitre
and holding his 

crozier and the 

Bible



This is the seal 

used today

Can you see the date?

Can you see the Bishop?

What is the Bishop 

holding?

Can you see the mitre?



Which cathedra do you like 

best?

Cathedra in St. Colman’s 

Cathedral, Cloyne

Cathedra in St. Fin Barre’s 

Cathedral, Cork

Cathedra in St. Fachtna’s

Cathedral, Ross

The cathedra is the bishop’s chair



The Medieval 

Cathedral

This gate 
is still 
there 
today



The Cathedral built 

in 1738

This 

entrance is 

still there 

today

How many people do you 

think could sit in this 

cathedral?



Inside the 1738 

Cathedral

What items can you see?



Welcome to 1861

The decision was taken to build a new 
cathedral

Cost to be no more 

than £15,000
To seat 700 

people

To have a 

room and a 

vestry

Winner 

announced in 

1863

Competition

Rules



The foundation 

stone was laid on 

12 January 1865

What do you think of the fashion styles of the time?



The cathedral 

was completed in 

1870

But are there 

still some 

things missing?

Check the next two 

slides when you have 

thought about what 

is missing…..



The cathedral 

today



What has been added since 1870?

How many people do you think can 

sit in the cathedral?



This is William 

Burges, the winner 

of the competition 

and the architect of 

the cathedral



Burges designed 

almost everything 

inside and outside the 

cathedral. What 

materials did he use?



Can you see all the angels looking down from the 

roof over the sanctuary?



The Resurrection Angel

Instead of a cross for the top of 
the roof, Burges gave this golden 
Angel  of the Resurrection as a gift. 

It has become a popular symbol of 
Cork city and is known as the ‘goldie
angel’.

Did you know? The two trumpets were 
stolen in 1998 when there was scaffolding 
on the cathedral. Luckily, they were found a 
few days later and returned.



to……



The consecration of the Cathedral
30 November 1870

Bishop John 

Gregg was the 

bishop at the 

time.

He lived in the Bishop’s 

Palace across the road 

from the cathedral. 



Some of the 

people 

attending 

the service 

posing for 

photographs 

outside  the 

Bishop’s 

Palace



Make a list of 

everything you can 

see. How is the 

interior of the 

cathedral different 

from the earlier 

cathedral?



Some new items have been commissioned 

for the cathedral in recent times. They 

follow the style of Burges.

Could you design a piece of furniture for the cathedral? You could look 

back at some of the designs Burges used for your ideas. Lots of his 

designs included animals. What animal would you choose? 



Stained 
Glass 
windows in 
St Fin Barre’s 
Cathedral

These were also 

designed by William 

Burges. 

In the book there are tasks to 

do – choosing colours for the 

windows and even designing your 

own plans for stained glass 

windows



A prayer
Almighty God, you guided Saint Fin 

Barre to this hallowed place to 
teach the faith and the way of your 
Church; grant that as he journeyed 
in faith and discerned your guiding 
hand, we may be so guarded and 
guided in our earthly pilgrimage, 

and that we may be found worthy of 
sharing in his inheritance and of all 
your saints in glory, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.



The book has lots of ideas for 

follow up and things to do.

Why not make a visit  to Saint Fin 

Barre’s Cathedral, as seeing it 

and finding all the things you have 

learned about  is much better 

than just reading and learning 

about it.


